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did not set out on the march till Miriam was brought m again]” (Num. 
12:15) 


In the forty days of the spies at the end of forty days they returned from 
spying out the land” (Num. 13:25). [The entire period outlined in A-F 
ended on the ninth of Ab when it was decreed that the forefathers 
would not enter the land. ] 


“And they came to Moses and .Aaron” (Num. 13:26): They came and 
found them busy studying the laws concerning the dough offering and 
the status of produce prohibited in the first three years of growth of 
the tree [These laws apply only in the land | [The spies] then said to 
them.” Now you in fact are not going to enter the land, and yet you are 
occupied with the laws of dough offering and prohibited produce! 


[G] Forthwith: “Then all the congregation raised a loud cry; and the 
people wept that night” (Num. 13:26). 


[H] He said to them, “You have wept before me tears of vanity. Then 
you are destined to weep tears that mean something: ‘She weeps 
bitterly in the night. [tears on her cheeks; among all her lovers she 
has none to comfort her. they have become her enemies]’” (Lam. 
1:2). 


[I] R. Simeon b. Yohai taught: “It is written, ‘and Moses heard the 
people weeping throughout their families’ (Num. 11:10): 


[J] “It was on account of the six incestuous relationships into 
which Moses had prohibited them to enter. 


[K] “He said to them, ‘Even so, what did you see?’ 


[L] “They said to him, “The land, through which we have gone, [to 
spy it out, is] a land that .devours its inhabitants; [and all the 
people that we saw in it were men of great stature] (Num. 
13:32) — [In] every city we entered there, we found corpses.’ 


[M] “Said to them the Holy One, blessed be he, ‘In response to the 
good that I did for you — you have said.” It is a land that 
devours its inhabitants.’” 


[N] “In every city they entered, the most important man in the city 
died. So while the people were bus- burying him, they could 
reconnoiter the town and come out again. and no one even 
knew they had been there [thus. it was merely by chance that 
they always encountered a funeral procession. 


